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TESTING FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS     

Many colleges and universities use entrance examinations as an additional means of assessing students for college admissions.  Scores obtained from these tests are used, along with grades and other pertinent information to determine a student’s eligibility for admission.  

· The California State University system requires that all applicants take the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT exam.

· The University of California and some private colleges and universities require both the SAT Reasoning Test or ACT with writing and two SAT Subject Test exams.

· The ACT and SAT Reasoning test are two different tests colleges accept for admission.  There is no harm in taking both and letting the colleges decide which scores to emphasize.  While colleges usually accept both tests (consult your college), they will disregard the lower scores.

· Visit ACT’s website at www.act.org for more information and registration.

· Visit SAT’s website at www.collegeboard.com for more information and registration.

WHAT REALLY HAPPENS IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

You’ve probably heard from a parent, a friend or your counselor what they think is the most important thing to do to prepare for college.  Do you want to know how the colleges really evaluate students applying to their institutions?

The National Association of College Admissions Counselors publishes an annual survey of colleges and universities.  Following are factors college officials identified as important in the college admission decision, ranked from most important to least important.  Some highly selective colleges would consider all the factors, while colleges with less selective admission would not consider all the factors.

1. grades in college-prep courses

2. standardized admission test scores

3. grades in all courses

4. class rank

5. essay or writing sample

6. counselor recommendation

7. teacher recommendation

8. work/extracurricular activities

9. interview

10. student demonstrated interests

11. scores from additional subject tests

12. state graduation exam scores

HELPFUL WEBSITES:

Websites to explore COLLEGES:
www.campustours.com - college sites with virtual tours

www.collegeboard.com - data on more than 3200 two and four-year colleges

www.review.com - college match and rankings

www.aiccu.edu - connections for all California private colleges

www.californiacolleges.edu - all California colleges are represented, lots of links

www.petersons.com  - college matching service and specific major information

www.fastweb.com
FASTWEB – information to locate and apply for college scholarships, internship, loan and savings opportunities, and to successfully transition from high school to college and from college to career.

www.cccco.edu
This website explores the community college system with student and families.  The 108 two-year public institutions represent the largest system of higher education in the world.

www.aiccumentor.org
The association of Independent California Colleges and Universities.

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

Seniors who wish to attend a 4 year university in Fall 2010 must file an admission application. On-line applications for the University of California and California State University will be available October 1. The filing period for the UC system is November 1-30. The filing period for the CSU is October 1- November 30. Seniors who plan to apply to a private or out-of-state college must contact individual admissions offices for the application deadlines. South High workshops will be held in October for students on the application process.  Read the daily Bulletin for details.

These are the official websites of the University of California and California State University:

          www.ucop.edu/pathways
          www.csumentor.edu
In addition to being able to apply on-line, by visiting these websites you will find everything you need to know about admissions, campus selection, entrance requirements, financial aid, scholarships, and student life. There are direct links to each campus and questionnaires to aid you in determining which campus is best for you.

SCHOLARSHIP/FINANCIAL AID

Many families are understandably concerned about meeting rising college costs.  Any candidate for admission to college should apply for financial aid if his or her family feels that it might not have the ability to pay the entire cost.

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

 South High School receives information on national scholarships that students may apply for during the school year. If you are interested in a national scholarship and would like an application, please check in the Counseling Office scholarship box and on the bulletin board outside the College and Career Center, and the Daily Bulletin on the school website.

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS – APPLICATION DUE FEBRUARY 1, 2010

 Scholarships are private funds awarded to students who meet specific criteria set by the donor(s). The criteria can be as specialized as the donor(s) may choose and consequently are competitive.  Applications are given to all interested students through their English classes and are available in the Counseling Office in the Scholarship box on the counter. An awards ceremony is held in June of the senior year to recognize scholarship recipients All seniors who are interested in earning local scholarship money should apply. Completed applications (including a photo, a transcript, letters of recommendation, and an autobiography) need to be given to Mrs. McCoy. You cannot be considered for a local scholarship without an application. If application is late, see Mrs. McCoy.
FEDERAL/STATE AID

Each January the Free Application For Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) forms become available. Parents need to complete this year’s tax returns as soon as possible. The FAFSA form must be mailed by March, 2010 to meet eligibility requirements.

Want to know more about how to finance your career training and/or college education? Listed below are some websites that contain valuable information for ALL students planning to continue their education after high school.


To search for scholarships and grants:



www.fafsa.ed.gov


www.fastweb.com


www.calgrants.org


www.finaid.org


www.collegequest.com


www.collegeboard.com


www.collegefund.org


www.myfuture.com


www.scholarships.com

To learn about federal and state financial aid:


www.studentaid.ed.gov


www.edfund.org (Click on  “Students and Parents,” then “Web Links for Students and 



Parents” under “Questions” and then “State High Education Agencies”


To look into student loans and find advice on borrowing:


www.edfund.org


www.edwise.org

To calculate your expected family contribution:



www.findaid.or


www.collegeboard.com
COLLEGE AND CAREER SPEAKERS
During the fall semester, colleges and universities send representatives to Leuzinger High School to speak with interested students.  These meetings are publicized in the Daily Bulletin and on the school website and in the College and Career Center.
STUDENT- ATHLETES 

If you are planning to participate in Division I or II sports as a college freshman, now is the time to register and be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse.  You must do this in order to qualify for college athletics.  Check out the student information page at https://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/ncaa/NCAA/student/index_student.html.  You also can request “The Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete” by calling 1-800-638-3731. The guide provides a summary of the rules and regulations in an easy-to-read form.  Guidelines relate to recruiting, eligibility, financial aid and college freshman eligibility requirements for Divisions I and II.

Military Options
Students interested in military services are encouraged to meet with campus representatives and explore information on recruitment opportunities and scholarships. For more information, go the College and Career Center.
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